Greene County Board of Developmental Disabilities

Meeting Guidelines for Public Participation 

· Electronic devices must be silenced or turned off during any Board of Developmental Disabilities’ meeting/session. 
· No video or audio recordings permitted.
· Before the meeting begins, a person intending to speak at a Regular Meeting of the Board during the Public Comment portion of the meeting must print their name and address on the sign-in sheet located in the meeting room.
· Speakers will be called for their time in the sign-in order.
· At the meeting, the speaker is asked to speak clearly and begin by providing their name and address for the record and directing their comments to the Board.
· Public comment is limited to three minutes for each person. When the speaker is notified, they have reached their three minutes, comments should be immediately concluded. Additional time may not be donated to a speaker by another member of the audience.
· Public comments shall not include obscenity, commercial advertising, defamation or slander, and shall not violate the Ohio Revised Code provisions concerning Disorderly Conduct or Disturbing a Public Meeting.
· The Board reserves the right to end the total period for public comments at any time.
· Questions or comments on non-agenda topics may be submitted in writing to the Superintendent for consideration and response at a later time. Questions raised during the public comment portion of the meeting will not be addressed.
Citizen comments at a regular Board of Developmental Disabilities' meeting is not to engage in dialogue or debate an issue with the Board. The purpose of citizen comment is to provide an opportunity for citizens to address the Board concerning pertinent items on the agenda. Board Members will not act on comments except to direct the Superintendent to review a matter, if needed, for discussion at a later date.
There is an opportunity for citizen comments during Regular Sessions only. Executive Sessions are closed to the public.
This policy is established to provide a guideline for public comment at Regular Meetings of the Board of Developmental Disabilities. Guidelines may be set aside or amended during a meeting to address any issues that may arise at the discretion of the Board.
Adopted: ________________________________________________
